7h CmicaU Hifitrie of 

Many chat have at times made monecome. 
Therefore he hates me. 

Sol. i am Sire the Duke will never grant 
This forfeiture to hold. 

a/fwr. The Duke cannot deny the courfe of Law? 

For the Commodity tbatftrangers have 
With Hs in be denyed. 

Will much impeach the /uftice of the ftate. 

Since thatthe Trade and Profit of the Citie 
Confifleth of all Nations^ Therefore go, 

T hefe gdefes and lofles hath fo bated me 
That 1 Ihall hardly fpare a pound of flclh 
To morrow,to my bloudy Creditor. 

Well Iayloron,pray God Sof onto come 
To fee me pay his debt, and then Icare not. 


ExcHHt. 


Enter Portia, Ncrrifla,lorenzoJeinca,W4 

moH of ^ottia\ 

LoTi Madam,althoiighIfpeakitioyottr prcfcBcc, 
You have a noble and a true conceit ^ 

Of gold-like amide, which appeares moft fironcly 
In bearing thus the abfence ofyour Lord. 

But ifyou knew to whom you fhew this hononr. 
How true a Gentleman you fend reliefe. 

How deerc a Lover of my Lord your husband. 

I knowyou would be prouderof the worke 
Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you. *' 

} o®vcr did repent for doing good. ^ 

Nor ihall not now : for in companions 
That do converie and wall the time together, 

Whofe foules dof beare an cquall yoke of love 
There muft be needs a like proportion ' 

Of lyniaments,of manners,and offpirit * 

Which makes me thiakc that this a/fntbenio 
Being the bolomc Lover of my Lord 

Muft needs be like my Lord. Ifit be fo 
How little is the cbft I havche^ wed * =! 




WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE Merchant of Venice (stc 22298) London,! 


the {Merchant of Venieel 

fn ourchafiog the fcmblance of my foule ; 

iromouctbeftateofhelUfhcmclty* 

This comes too necre the praiung of my icuCf 
Therefore no moreof it . heere other things 
Itruihlcommitmtoyoarhands^ 
rt husbandry and siannage of my houie. 

Untill roy Lords rcturnc : for mine own part 
I have toward heaven breath’d a fecrct vow, 

To live in prayer and conteroplatioti, 

Onely attended by N err if « here, 

Uatill her husband and my Lords retorne. 

There is a Monaftery two miles off. 

And there we will abide. I do delirc yon 

Not to deny this impofition. 

The which my Love,and Ibme necelSty 
Now layca upon me. 

Loren. Madame,with all roy heart, 

I Ihall obey you in all faire commands. 

Per, M people do already knpw my mind. 

And wiU acknowledge you anff /r#V4 
In {Hace of Lord and nay felfe. ^ 

So fare vou well till we Ihall oieet again. 

Lcr. Faire thoughts and happy houres attend on you. 

I wifh your Ladifhip all hearts content. 

Tor. I thank you for your wifh,and am well plcafa 
To wifti it ^ck on you : fate you well leffico, E xemt. 
Now Bolthafer^s 1 have ever found thee honeft true. 

So let me find thee H ill : take this lame letter. 

And ufe thoualLth’endevour ofa man,^ 

In fpeed to Monttea/ee thou render this 

Into my coufins hand Dodor 

And look what notes and garments he doth give thee, 
B ing them I pray thee with imagin’d (peed 
Unto the Traned.to the common Ferry ^ 

Which Tiades to Eenieo ; wafte no time in word 
But gft thee gone,l (hall be there before thee, 

3ohko. Madam,! go with all convenient fpeed. 

Port Come on Nnrifo^l have ww Iw to hand 



